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The Clinton Administration in the rggos, led by

Housingand, urban Development Secretary Henry

Cisneros and his successor, Andrew Cuomo, took

up the challenge of generating greater metropoli,tan

diversiry and investing in urban regeneration.3dTo

accomplish these aims, HUD drew on the expertise

and vision of the Congress for the Nelv Urbanism.

I served as HUD's New Urbanism liaison, reach-

ing out to CIrIU members and involving them in

creating and implementing successful new national

programs and local development strategies,

Two HttD publications provided the basic

philosophy for the Clinton Administration's work

with CNU-HOPEYI Planoirg and Design:

Transforrning Severely Distressed Public H ousing

into Livable Cornmunities and New American

Neighborhoo ds : Building Homeownership

Zones to Revitalize Our Nation's Communities.

HIIDt innovative collaboration with CNU is best

described in a detailed Preseruation rnagazine_article

from March/April 1998,"New Hope for Failed

Housing."

To pursue these vital objectives, HUD devel-

oped the HOPEVI program to transform pub-

lic housing communities by demolishing vacant

high-rise buildirs and reconnecting low-income

residents to their surrounding neighborhoods;

attracting mixed-income populations through a

combination of new public and private housing,

both rental and homeownership; and building

genuine cofiununify improvement through eco-

nomic and employment development, education

and health services, and good planning and design.

CNU members advised HIJD and local govern-

ments on redeveloping low-income communities,

in Atlanta, Baltimore, Boston, Charlotte, Chicago,

Clel'eland, Detroit, Los Angeles, Louisville, Norfolk,

Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, San Francisco, Seattle, :'

Washington, DC, and rnany other cities.

When the Clinton Administration

embarked on its ambitious Empowerment

Zones. Homeownership Zones. and Enterprise

Communities initiatives, HIJD turned to CNU

for advice on developing innovative conceprr,, '

and methods of communify planning and design.

Secretary Cisneros asked CNU to form an Inner

Ciry Task Force, headed by John Noryuist and Ray

Gindro z, to work with HUD and local govern-

ments in applying the principles of New Ufbanism

to rebuild neighborhoods.The CNU leadership

then asked Secretary Cisneros to sign the Charter

of the New Urbanism, which he did after deliver-

ing the keynote address at CNU's Charleston con-

gress in 1996

To help lay the groundwork for Secretary','

Cisneros's signing of CNU's new Charter, I spent

a week in San Francisco during the spring of rgtO

collaborating with Peter Calthorpe, Dan Solomon,

Andr6s Duany (on the phone from Miami), and

Peter Katz to write the final draft of the Charter of
the New urbanism. I

CNU leaders, coordinated by Shelley Poticha,

produced a landmark 1996 HUD guidebook,

Principles for Planning and Designing Ho'meownership

Zones, based on key ideas from the Charter. More 
:

than roo local government applicants used this

guidebook to prepare development proposals

incorp orating " innovative and creative corrlrnu*
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THE CHARTER oF THE NEW URBANISM as signed by 266 attendees of the
fourth Congress for the New Urbanism (CNU IV), Charleston, South Carolina, 1996.
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